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PART

ONE

The proposed background 
of PBTL: Different countries, 
similar problems



Common challenge of the international education: 
What kind of people to cultivate?

The European Union: Key Competences :A 
European Reference Framework.(2005)
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Since the beginning of the 21st century, schools all over 
the world have been thinking about the same question: 
what skills should students develop to adapt to the future?

USA: Framework for 21st Century Learning.(2002)

(1)Life and Career Skills；
(2)Learning and Innovation Skills;
(3)Information ,Media, and Technology Skills.



China's Answer: Developing students' Core Literacy

Preparing school students to be successful lifelong learner requires range of 

21st Century literacy that equip them with the necessary knowledge and skills to 

be confident and effective young people.

What kind of literacy should the students have in the new age?
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Core Literacy of Chinese students:
➢ Humanity 
➢ scientific spirit
➢ learning to learn
➢ healthy life
➢ responsibility 
➢ practice and innovation



The evolution of China's basic education curriculum 
reform: to change educational approaches

“A minor change every five years and a major change every ten years.”
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2001 2011 2017

The eighth basic 
education 

curriculum reform

Curriculum revision 
in compulsory 

education 

Curriculum 
revision in high 

schools

Curriculum revision 
in compulsory 

education 

2022



The evolution of China's basic education curriculum 
reform: to change educational approaches

An important aim of curriculum reform is to promote teaching transformation: 

From the traditional teacher-centered teaching to student-centered teaching.
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《Are our kids tough 
enough? Chinese school》：
A story about five Chinese 
teachers try to shake up the 
British education system



The evolution of China's basic education curriculum 
reform: to change educational approaches

This Curriculum reform advocates some new teaching and learning methods: 

Active Learning, inquiry learning, cooperative learning.
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PART

TWO

Chinese scholars' understanding 
of Phenomenon-based Teaching 
and Learning



Three basic understandings：

As a borrowed concept

As a complex learning model

As a Integrated of teaching mode



• the concept of 

phenomenolog

ical teaching in 

China is 

borrowed from 

Finland.

• The term “Phenomenon” is often used to 

describe things that occur in our real 

environment, or experiences that can be 

observed and explored.

• Chinese educators are more accustomed to 

calling it “Phenomenon-based Teaching and 

Learning”, which highlights the importance 

of teaching and the role of teachers. 

01 As a borrowed concept



• From the perspective of teaching, 

phenomenological teaching emphasizes 

a teaching mode, that is, teachers guide 

students to solve a specific and real 

educational problem based on the real 

teaching situation.

• Because the teacher's design, 

organization and guidance to the 

development of student learning is 

crucial.

• Phenomenological teaching is a kind 

of integrated teaching which spans 

many fields and different subjects 

according to the phenomena or 

topics that learners are interested 

in.(Shihua Chen,2016)

• Phenomenological teaching is a kind 

of cross-disciplinary teaching.(Yong 

Liu,2017)

02 As a Integrated of teaching mode



• From the perspective of learning, 

phenomenological learning pays attention 

to the whole learning method, a certain 

phenomenon defined by students is the 

core of exploration, and links the 

academic knowledge students have 

mastered with real life, learners must 

master how to discover new ways of 

problem-solving through cooperation in 

order to train their problem-solving skills.

• Phenomenological teaching 

supports students' learning of 

subject knowledge, which only 

puts the learning of subject 

knowledge in the overall context 

of a phenomenon or theme, and 

promotes students' understanding 

of meaning.(Lingling Cao,2021)

03 As a complex learning model



1. Phenomenon-based Teaching and Learning aims at solving the historical problem of 

the separation between objective knowledge and students’ real experience.

2. It takes the phenomenon from the real world as the starting point and the center of 

teaching and learning, rearranges the related subject knowledge around the 

phenomenon, and forms the curriculum module of multi-subject integration, take 

such curriculum module as the carrier to carry on the teaching.

3.It generally embodies the characteristics of situation, authenticity, problematic and 

constructiveness.

Summary: the characteristics of 
phenomenon-based teaching and learning04



PART

THREE

The practice of Phenomenon-
based Teaching and Learning 
in China



• 2016, The Ministry of Education 

of China issued Opinions on 

Promoting Field Study and Travel 

of Primary and Secondary School 

Students.(《关于推进中小学生研

学旅行的意见》)

Field Trip and Experiential Education01

“To help primary and 

secondary school students 

love motherland, increase 

knowledge, focus on 

improving their sense of 

social responsibility, 

innovative spirit and practical 

ability。”



• A large number of Field Trip and 

educational bases have been set 

up throughout the country.

Field Trip and Experiential Education01

Ancient Chinese 
saying:

Read thousands of 
books, travel 

thousands of miles



• 2020, The Central Committee of the 

Communist Party of China and the State 

Council issued Opinions strengthening labor 

education in universities, middle schools and 

primary schools in the new era. China began 

to implement the moral, intellectual, 

physical and aesthetic “Five education 

integration” policy.

• Labor course was introduced in the Revised 

edition of the Compulsory Education 

Curriculum Programme for 2022.

Labor Education and Field Work02

Schools under the leadership of the 
Communist Party of China require a 
combination of education and 
productive labor.



Many primary and 

secondary schools offer a 

large number of labor 

education courses.

Labor Education and Field Work02



• The new version of the compulsory education 

curriculum provides that: at least 10% of the 

class hours are devoted to cross-subject theme 

learning.

• It means that A learning theme should be 

abstracted from a real problem situation, which 

forms a specific learning task through the 

integration of cross-subjects. So,it meets the 

requirements of phenomenological teaching.

Cross-subjects Theme Learning03



For example:“To design and make energy saving and 

environmental protection cabin model”.

• The real problem situation is that People need to save energy 

and protect the environment in living.

• The learning task is to design and make a cabin model .

• The subjects involved are physics, mathematics, drawing, 

handicraft and so on.

• In order to accomplish this learning task, students need to 

conduct integrated learning and solve real problems. This is 

case of phenomenon-based teaching and learning.

Cross-subjects Theme Learning03



➢ Cross-subjects Theme Learning pays 

attention to students' comprehensive 

learning ability, enhances the integration of 

curriculum content, and pays more attention 

to teacher-student interaction and 

cooperative learning.

➢ In a word, the phenomenon-based teaching 

and learning embodies the student-centered 

educational thought and helps to develop 

the students' core literacy, which is an 

important pursuit of China educational 

reform.

Cross-subjects Theme Learning03

Handicraft

to make 
a cabin 
model

Physics

MathDrawing



Thanks for listening！
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